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Question No. 8. 


ARE YOU A MAN OF HONOR IN ALL YOUR 
SCHOOL TESTS AND EXAMINATIONS? 


Unless you can promptly and truthfully answer 
“Yes” to this question, you are certainly “not pre- 
pared” for college life or college study, and are ad- 
vised not to apply for matriculation at any first-class 
American institution of higher learning. 

Let’s have a straightforward man-to-man talk on 
the subject. 

If a grown man secretly takes for his own use or 
credit money or property or anything else that 
doesn’t belong to him, that man is a thief, headed 
straight towards the jail or the penitentiary. 

If a half-grown boy secretly “hooks” whatever 
playthings or other desirable property he can lay his 
hands on, he is a boy-thief, traveling the same road 
of dishonesty toward a moral breakdown. 

So is the school-boy who steals knowledge that 
isn’t his, passes it off as his own, and thus gains a 
grade or a school-credit that doesn’t belong to him. 

Burn these truths into your mind and heart and 
backbone. You are now busy every day on the play- 
ground and in the schoolroom building your future 
character as an American citizen. Are you plan- 
ning and building the character and habits of an 
American man of honor, or of a future pickpocket? 

To steal knowledge that isn’t your own and get 
credit for it as yours is both theft and lying, two 
dishonorable acts which no gentleman can be 
guilty of. 

Be on guard against such dishonesty all the time. 
If you should be sent to the board to work a 
problem which you don’t happen to know, be man 
enough and gentleman enough to take a straight’ 
zero rather than steal a solution and pass it off as 
yours. : 

If a written examination is being put up, choose 


a seat where no other student’s figures or diagrams 
or written work will be in easy reach of your eyes. 
If you have to be rammed together in adjoining 
seats, see to it that you never even glance at an- 
other man’s paper. 

Whether you have to sign a no-aid pledge or not, 
be perfectly sure that your brain-test has been met 
by an American gentleman of honor, not by a sneak- 
thief or a receiver of stolen goods.. 

My dear fellow-American, in your high school life 
and study you are not simply preparing for school 
graduation or college entrance. These are only two 
mileposts on your life’s long highway. You are now 
every day in every act and habit preparing yourself, 
in driving horsepower and in moral character, for 
your fifty-year life career in the America of Tomor- 
row; and I assure you with all my heart that, even 
in such an Age of Brains as this, rigid Honesty and 
a Gentleman’s Honor are the surest and straightest 
road to Leadership and Success. 


Question No. 4. 


HAVE YOU LEARNED TO “CRAM” SUCCESS- 
FULLY FOR AN ALL-EMBRACING AND 
SEARCHING “EXAMINATION”? 


We in America are such slaves to mere words or 
mere traditions, and still more to widely current epi- 
thets, that we often seem to lose all sense of practical 
wisdom in our unthinking adherence to some cur- 
rent maxim or ancient “tradition” or misleading nick- 
name. 

To study a whole subject, such as a year’s lessons 
in some complex college course, to search out in con- 
centrated and prolonged study its facts, events, and 
theories, to survey it for the first time as a concrete 
and vivid whole and learn its far-reaching relation- 
ships, to become thoroughly acquainted not only 
with its ordinary laws or routine but also with its 
peculiarities and manifold exceptions—to become 


thus by: prolonged and intensive study a temporary 
“expert” in some complex “subject’—this is what 
so many educators condemn and scorn as mere 
“cramming,” and seem to profess that to become in 
this way a “temporary expert” is harmful, pa ert, 
and degrading. 

There is no room here to discuss and disprove pues 
a dangerous and harmful. fallacy. 

Every: leading legislator faced with a wilde andi 
momentous debate, every crowded “rising lawyer” 
with a complex case suddenly thrusting him into na- 
tional limelight; every architect or bridge-builder 
or efficiency engineer suddenly faced with a novel 
and complex problem on which his: ‘whole future may 
depend—all these find out by ‘the stern logic of mer- 
ciless competition that the mental power of becom- 
ing at short notice a genuine “expert” in some far- 
reaching. and complicated “subject” is the key that 
opens the door of success, although six months later 
the expert knowledge may have faded away. 

Let me give this personal advice to every young 
American who is educating himself for college life 
and college study and preparing for expert leadership 
in some complex business or learned profession: 
Learn to “cram” for big and wide-reaching examina- 
tions, MItET INCH, rapidly, thoroughly. Learn to be- 
come a “temporary expert” on a whole area of eu 
plex knowledge and tangled problems. 


The teacher who excuses from all the “final ex. 
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ams,” a fellow who makes 85 on. his tiny day- -les- 
sons, is about as wise and effective in his training as 
the coach who lets the “big” members of his squad — 
sit in a chair during ben scrimmages of the training 
period. 4 

The “student” whose training in high Pee is 
confined to the study and tests of short day-lessons 
only, is very poorly “prepared” for success in the — 


studies and written examinations of high-grade Amer- 


ican institutions. 
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